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AT THE THRESHOLD OF SOMETHING NEW
There’s a funny thing that 
happens at thresholds. We exit 
the place we’ve been and enter 
someplace new and in the 
transit we have the opportunity 
for change.

So here we are at the threshold 
of beginning a new partnership 
in ministry with all the 
possibilities and wonderments 

of what that will mean. I will be joining you in July as the pastor for 
First Charlottesville. Suzanne and I are very happy to be returning 
to a church that was important to us in the early 2000s when I was 
serving as the director of the Wesley Foundation at UVA.

What I appreciated about First Church then was its openness to 
youth and children, its excellence in music and the arts, and its 
commitment to being a church in the downtown area. As we learn 
what it is to be a post-pandemic church now, I’m excited about how 
we will grow in those areas and many more.

What you get in me is a pastor who has served in small churches, 
urban churches, cross-culturally, and in campus ministry. I enjoy 
teaching, writing, and becoming rooted in the places I live. And for 
fun you’ll catch me running and kayaking.

God’s got a big adventure in store for us and I’m eager to get started. 
I look forward to seeing you beginning July 4th. 

In Christ, 

Alex

FINANCIAL BOX SCORE  
Year to date through April: 
Total Income:  $220,778.73   
Operating Expenses:  $171,975.93

A NEW

SHALL WE GATHER AT THE RIVER?
……I MEAN PARKING LOT!

Yes! Remember that very old and beloved 
hymn? Even if you don’t, let’s gather in 
the parking lot (or Sanctuary, depending 
on the weather) every Tuesday in June 
from 6-7pm to sing old and new hymns 
and praise songs! You bring your chairs 
and Kevin, Kathy, and Carolyn will 
provide the music and accompaniment!   
kevinwhite@cvillefirstumc.org

t
WHAT’S NEW IN THE GALLERY?

Our Current Artist, Dave Moore is a Virginian 
artist and painter, born in Hampton and 
art-schooled in Richmond. He has been 
making and showing work for more than 
25 years and his paintings hang in private 
collections worldwide. Dave has lived and 
worked in the Charlottesville area since 
2003, and when he’s not in the studio, can 
be found on the airwaves as a DJ for 91.1fm 
WTJU in the rock department!

t

page 1
Charlottesville First United Methodist Church • www.cvillefirstumc.org • (434) 296-6193



CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR GRADUATES  
BOTH NEAR AND FAR!

On June 6th in the 10:00am worship 
service, FUMC will celebrate the hard 
work and perseverance of all of our 
graduates! Congratulations!

Rachel Barker

Albemarle High School; Will attend 
Case Western Reserve University for 
Biomedical Engineering. Parents are 
Scott and Susan Barker

Chase Carson

University of Virginia School of 
Engineering. Will be continuing with UVA 
in a doctoral program in Engineering.

Cassidy Davis

Virginia Tech 2020; George Mason, 
Bachelors of Nursing 2021; Parents are 
Clay and Robyn Davis. Grandmother is 
Hazel Maxey.

Nathan Devore

The Covenant School; Will attend Virginia 
Commonwealth University; Parents are 
Michael and Jennifer DeVore

Peyton Michelle Eddy

Monticello High School; Will attend 
Virginia Tech School of Engineering; 
Parents are Jeff and Meghan Eddy

Stephen Gump

Greene High School; Will attend 
Piedmont Virginia Community College; 
Parents are John and Martha Gump; 
Grandparents are Tommy and Dot Clark

Sarah Jordan Hamilton

Virginia Commonwealth University, 
School of Arts; BFA in Communication 
Arts. Parents are Lee-Lee Lawless and 
Steve Hamilton. Niece of Nancy Kozub.

Durwood (Woody) Patrick Kennon

Randolph Macon College; Parents 
are Brian and Michelle Kennon.; 
Grandparents are Harry and Gale 
Kennon

(cont. on page 3)

MEMBER DEVOTION  
“LETTING GO OF THE OLD AND  
STEPPING INTO THE NEW”
by Jon Buckner

“And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose.”
Romans 8:28 (NLT)

It was the first day of school, and I was nervous and upset. Most students 
are nervous on their first day of school, but it was an especially awkward 
day for me. I was beginning the year in a completely unfamiliar school: 
William Monroe High. That past summer, my family had moved from 
my hometown of Chester and although I had gotten to know a handful 
of my classmates at William Monroe, most of them would be strangers. 
There was nothing worse than being the ‘new kid in school’!

The first day passed without incident; I was able to blend in without 
sticking out like the outsider that I was. But then everything changed 
for the better on the second day. Thanks to something rather rude I 
had written on my backpack in middle school, the subject of musical 
taste came up. My classmates wanted to know what kind of music I 
liked. I answered the Beatles and someone in my class immediately 
piped up with “Ringo!” (probably the most memorable of the four 
Beatle names).”Great; now I’m going to be the butt of jokes” was my 
first thought. But within a week or two, even some of my teachers 
were calling me by my nickname, “Ringo”. For the first time in my 
public school career, I was fairly popular and well-liked! The popularity 
continued through the three years that I was at William Monroe and 
beyond, and I could not be more thankful for those days. 

Twenty years later, and I once again find myself in a ‘new kid in school’ 
situation. This time, however, the challenges are a bit harder to overcome. 
At William Monroe I was able to interact in person with my classmates 
and learn how to blend in. Now, although two very dear friends of mine 
attend FUMC and I know a few others from my small group, I have not 
met many of the other members of my new church (FUMC) and the 
global pandemic has made meeting in person nearly impossible. I feel 
similarly to the way I felt as an online learning student at Old Dominion: 
connected, but like a “cousin once removed”. (cont. on page 3) 

CONGRATULATIONS AND WELL WISHES TO 
JOHN MCMULLEN AND KELLY REMINGTON ON 
THEIR RECENT NUPTIALS! CINDY AND WAYNE 
REMINGTON AND FRANK MCMULLEN ARE THE 
HAPPY IN-LAWS!
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(Member devotion, cont.) I doubt I am unique in this 
regard. Nevertheless, I think there can be lessons to 
learn from my experience so many years ago. The 
move from Chester to Charlottesville was tough for 
me, but it was an opportunity for growth in ways I 
had not anticipated. I was able to make a fresh start 
in a new school and with new classmates, and as a result I was blessed 
with newfound popularity. Letting go of the old and stepping into the 
new can be tough, and there are birth pangs along the way. But when 
we have the faith to trust in God, newer and better things can emerge 
from the decay of the old.

As we - hopefully - begin to see the light at the end of the tunnel in 
terms of COVID-19 and slowly return to some form of normality, may we 
all have the faith to let go of the old and the willingness to aim for newer 
and better things. See you in church!

t
NEW FACES!

HAVE YOU MET JOEY YET?
Joey Clark is  the  new  Church 
Administrator and the main point of 
contact here at First United Methodist 
Church. She has lived in the area with 
her husband Robin, and her daughter 
Chloe for 23 years. She is originally from 
Pensacola Beach, Florida and considers 
that home. When not at work, you will find 
her spending time with her family, her 
furry friends; a yellow lab named Cooper, 
and a cat named Piper. When vacationing 

anywhere you will find her by the water. She can brighten any room 
with her contagious and bubbly personality! Stop by the church office 
and say “hello!”

NEW PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR!
Kristen Breslin, our newly hired FUMC 
Preschool Director earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Elementary Education 
from Longwood University and has nine 
years of experience serving as a classroom 
teacher at various grade levels, as well as 
special education. This past year, Kristen 
taught 2nd grade at the Regents School 
of Charlottesville. In addition to teaching, 
Mrs. Breslin started a cheer program at 
Regents for girls in grades 1-6 and also 

started one at a former school through Impact Cheer, a national Christian 
cheerleading organization. During the 2019 season, (cont. on page 4) 

(Congrats to our Grads!, cont.)

William Frazier Kennon

Benedictine College Preparatory; 
Will attend The University of Virginia; 
Parents are Darren and Anne Kennon. 
Grandparents are Harry and Gale 
Kennon.

Maria Maughlin

Albemarle High School; She is taking a 
gap year to explore her interests. Parents 
are Alan and Monica Maugghin

Whitney Pippin

Masters, Johns Hopkins; Parents are Jim 
and Paula Pippin

Courtney Elizabeth Poots Remington

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
Medical School Class of 2021. Parents are 
Wayne and Cindy Remington.

Adella Grace Shaffer

Campbell University School of Law. 
Parents are Daniel and Emily Shaffer. 
Grandparents are Hu and Ann Shaffer.

Brennan Sebastian

Fluvanna High School and / The Blue 
Ridge Virtual Governor’s School; 
Will attend Virginia Tech School of 
Engineering; Parents are Jennifer and 
Andrew Sebastian 

Lindsay Grace Simpson

Monticello High School; Will attend 
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill; 
Parents are Shaun and Caroline Simpson

Samantha (Sam) Strain

Monticello High School; Will attend 
James Madison University; Parents are 
Jill and Lance Strain

Noah Taylor

Virginia Tech, School of Engineering; 
Parents are Jeff and Patty Taylor

Allyson Tuck

Fluvanna High School; Will attend 
Virginia Commonwealth University; 
Parents are David and Rhonda Tuck

(cont. on page 4)
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(Breslin, cont.) she led her squad to a 2nd place 
finish in nationals! Kristen has also served as leader 
of a MOPS group in Charlottesville, an international 
student host coordinator for a school in Williamsburg, 
and was a production manager for a family magazine 
in Kennesaw, Georgia. In her spare time, Mrs. Breslin 
helps run Relevant Foundations Educational Services, a tutoring and 
consulting firm, with her husband Dave, who is the Youth Coordinator 
at FUMC. In addition, Mrs. Breslin loves being a mom to her two kids 
and a wife to Dave. Together, the Breslins love spending time outdoors, 
traveling, watching movies, and they love all sports, especially Alabama 
Crimson Tide football! Kristen is extremely excited about leading the 
talented faculty and wonderful families at First United Methodist Preschool!

t
YOUTH UP AND RUNNING TOWARDS 
SUMMER AND THE FALL OF 2021
With one of the most unusual school years winding down, the FUMC 
youth program has been meeting consistently (both Zoom and in-
person at local parks) for several months.  The group, led by leaders 
Dave Breslin, Philip Hahn, and Patricia and Robbie Hott, has spent time 
this spring getting acquainted as well as digging deeply into the word 
of God.  Middle schoolers and high schoolers alike have learned about 
the general makeup of the Bible and have taken a close look into several 
chapters of James and Galatians.  The overall theme of “Trusting God: 
Growing up Using a Faith-Based Lens” has produced deep, thought 
provoking conversations that are setting the scene for our summer and 
fall gatherings. 

The youth are taking the summer off from the traditional ASP Service 
Project (we look forward to a summer, 2022 return to the program!) but 
are gearing up to serve the Charlottesville community throughout the 
summer by aiding the local chapter of Habitat for Humanity with food 
packing and distribution to the needy.  We will team up with Habitat 
again in the fall for their annual “Rake-a-thon”.  In addition, the youth 
will have the opportunity to be a part of worship services through the 
reading of scripture each month, and will have the chance to join the 
church’s Environmental Justice team.  

Looking ahead, we will continue to meet via Zoom and in parks throughout 
the summer. We are praying that we will be able to have in-person 
gatherings at the church on Sunday mornings in the fall, and we also pray 
that the fall will see our youth participating in a full range of fellowship 
activities outside the church. Plans include a “Welcome to Fall‘’ pool party, 
a fall overnight retreat, and monthly fellowship dinners hosted by families 
of our youth. Details to follow towards the end of the summer.

Do you know a 6th-12th grader who would benefit from our inclusive, 
dynamic, Christ-centered program?  Contact Youth Coordinator Dave 
(davebreslin@cvillefirstumc.org).  

t

(Congrats to our Grads!, cont.) 

Casey Upton

ACTS Homeschool Co-op of 
Charlottesville; He is taking a gap year to 
explore his interests. Parents are Kevin 
and Lara Upton

Virginia Paige Wilkes

Monticello High School; Will attend 
Roanoke University in the fall. Parents 
are Chris & Paige Wilkes. Grandparents 
are Jerry and Beryl Wilkes

Brian Young

James Madison University; Parents 
are Drs. Denise & Jeffrey Young. 
Grandparents are Ken and Margaret 
Stickley. 

Steven Young 

University of Virginia Medical School; 
Parents are Drs. Denise & Jeffrey Young.  
Grandparents are Ken and Margaret 
Stickley.

t

MAY 23, 2021 WAS A DAY FOR 
THE BOOKS AT FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST! 
It was our first day back to church “in-
person” after 14 months of YouTube, 
ZOOM, pre-recorded services. It was 
really a wonderful feeling to be in 
community again. To sing, to pray, to 
praise, and even to be serenaded by 
bagpipes! It was glorious! See you next 
Sunday!

t
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WHO IS THAT YOUNG LADY WITH THE FABULOUS 
VOICE THAT WE HAVE LISTENED TO IN THE ON-LINE 
SERVICES? 
HER NAME IS HEATHER HIGHTOWER AND…… 

Hi!  I’m Heather Hightower. I was raised in 
Westport, CT and got my start singing in 
the Cherub Choir at the United Methodist 
Church of Westport/Weston. So many 
of my formative musical experiences 
happened through the church - it’s one of 
the reasons I think congregational singing 
and giving kids choral experiences and 
solos is so incredibly important. You learn 
to navigate the self in an environment 
where the congregation loves and 
encourages you no matter what. One of 
the things I love the most about singing 
is how it invites a deeper relationship to 

the self and to those around us. Over the last decade I’ve spent a vast 
majority of my time working with people and their voices. I even found 
myself starting a business a few years back just across the way from First 
United Methodist Church called The Center for Vocal Study and going 
on an immersive learn-by-doing adventure of exploring the nuance 
of individual voice learning, in community. Lately, I’ve been more and 
more finding the work of the self -pointing my eyes and heart back 
towards the group...to what is found when we come together to sing. 
So much of what we seek on an individual journey of voice is actually 
found in community, through connection to each other...with our eyes 
alive and in the room, taking in our surroundings. 

I have found myself stepping into your 
services over the past year because Kevin 
has made it so welcoming! Choristers 
and music directors everywhere have 
had a tremendous challenge to navigate 
this year, and so when Kevin asks, I say 
yes! I know how much effort it takes to 
keep the musical train moving, especially 
in times of change. Wanting to bring 
the community together, he has always 
showed the greater love and spirit of 
compassion by always stepping in to help 
me when I’ve needed support.  Thanks 
Kevin and First United Methodist! 

(Editor’s note: Thank you, Heather, for sharing your gifts with us!)

t

FUMC MINISTRY 
COUNCIL……
WHAT IS IT?
Maybe you have 
heard of The Ministry 
Council, or maybe you 
haven’t. Here’s what you need to know!  
Four work areas make up the Ministry 
Council, as well as certain staff members. 
What are the four work areas, you say?  
I’m so glad you asked!

Nurture cares for the people within 
the walls of the church.  This includes 
our small groups, retreats, children and 
youth ministry, writing to and calling at-
home members, meals for ill or grieving 
families, receptions for celebrations and 
funerals and of course hospitality events 
LIKE POT LUCK DINNERS, and CHURCH 
PICNICS!  Do you miss them as much as 
we do?  Are you someone who might 
like to lead the Nurture Work Area?  We 
have a spot for you! Carolyn McGee is the 
FUMC staff person assigned to Nurture. 
nurture@cvillefirstumc.org.

Outreach, as you might surmise, touches 
those outside the walls of our building.  
Things like helping with Habitat for 
Humanity, our Bread & Blessings soup 
kitchen, the PACEM homeless shelter 
services, Loaves & Fishes food pantry, 
supporting our partner churches in 
Lithuania and Haiti, and our youth 
mission trip to Appalachia, among 
many other things are part of Outreach.  
Brandon Henning (bhenning502@
gmail.com) heads this work area. Rev. 
Phil Woodson is the FUMC staff person 
assigned to Outreach at this time.

Worship involves all the pieces that make 
up our worship services, like communion 
preparation, music, dressing the altars, 
special worship services and worship 
events. Right now, Worship is working 
fervently with our Healthy Church Team to 
bring us safely back to church for in-person 
worship again. Kathy Berlin (kjberlin56@
gmail.com) is our fearless leader. Kevin 
White is the FUMC staff person assigned 
to Worship. (cont. on page 6)
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FROM THE PASTORS:
Dear Friends,

As we take our leave from Charlottesville 
and our roles as the pastors of First United 
Methodist Church, we first want to thank you 
for your faithfulness to our Lord Jesus Christ 
and to his Church. It has been our privilege to 
live out our faith with the Body of Christ here 
at First UMC and our lives have been blessed 
by your witness and ministry. Although the last 

few years have been fraught with challenges and changes to the life 
and work of the church, your intentionality in mission and discipleship 
have continued to serve this community and the Kingdom of God – and 
for all of that, we give thanks to God. 

In the coming weeks, you will experience a 
pastoral change that we believe offers the 
unique opportunity to opening yourself to 
pastoral leadership that is sent from the 
wider community of the connectional church. 
Among the many beautiful and fascinating 
traditions of Christ followers, our United 
Methodist tradition holds the blessing and 
unique characteristic of itineracy. Not all 
traditions offer this manifestation of the working of the Holy Spirit, 
but we affirm that both the clergy and the laity will be challenged and 
affirmed by it.  We believe that your incoming pastor, Rev. Alex Joyner, 
will be a blessing, comfort, and a source of inspiration for you.  

We will be staying in touch with the ongoing ministry of FUMC and 
will pray for your continued vitality. We will be missing the love and 
fellowship we have enjoyed among you and will grieve the separation 
(especially because of the pandemic), but we are both pleased with 
the opportunities our new appointments offer us and our families. The 
transition from two pastors to one will be a shift for the culture of the 
church that we hope will bring focus and affection in a time when the 
post-COVID world will be looking for a clear message from the church.  
Please pray for us as we enter new communities, knowing that we carry 
with us the encouragement and friendship we have received here at 
First United Methodist Church. 

Grace and peace,

Rev. Gary Heaton & Rev. Phil Woodson

PASTOR 
RECOGNITION 

SUNDAY

JUNE 6, 2021, 10AM SERVICE

PICNIC AT MCGUFFY PARK TO  
FOLLOW THE SERVICE

RAIN BRINGS THE PICNIC TO  
THE FELLOWSHIP HALL

BYOFAC  
(BRING YOUR OWN FOOD & CHAIR)

(Ministry Council, cont.)

Witness: This team 
works to make our 
church community 
welcoming and open, 
and is involved with 
social justice issues, too.  In the past, we 
have invited our neighborhood friends 
to ice cream socials, and Easter egg 
hunts, as well as special services and 
celebrations.  Right now, we are looking 
into building a Creation Justice team 
that will look at how the environment 
affects people at risk in our community, 
country, and world. Cindy Remington 
(mspoots@gmail.com) makes up what 
is currently a committee of one (and 
you probably don’t want her to have 
that much control over this area!!). We 
are looking for more team members, so 
contact her if you have ideas or want to 
be a part of sharing our church with our 
community. Rev. Phil Woodson is the 
FUMC staff person assigned to Witness 
at this time.

t
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